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Mortar Mixes For Gun Applied Pointing 

Appl icat ion 

For  fast  and eff ic ient  mechanical  mortar  po int ing or  pumping it  is  recommended that  a pre -

bagged mortar  su itab le  for  mechanical appl icat ion is  used  such Parex mortar  

Pre -bagged mortars of fer  cons istent  mater ia l  qual ity ,  fast  mix ing and appl icat ion rates  

A point ing mortar  should be  about the cons istency of yoghurt  ie  it  wi l l  s lump out of the mix 

bucket .  I f  the mortar  needs to be trowelled out  it  is  too st if f   

Sharp sand or  bui lders  sand is  not  su itable  for  gun or  pump appl icat ion.  Sharp  sand mixes are 

di ff icu lt  to pump as the aggregate snags and the water  is  squeezed out of the mix leaving a 

s lug that  blocks the gun nozz le .  Use  soft ,  s i lver  or  r iverbed sand.  To  minimise nozz le b locks ,  

s ieve  the sand.  Use  a paddle mixer  and thoroughly mix the mortar   

Pumping a id and p last ic iser  admixes wi l l  improve the workabil i ty  of  a mortar  and can be used 

to rep lace the hydraulic  l ime that  has been tradit ional ly  used for  po int ing mixes   

F ine Sand Mix  

6 parts r iverbed,  p layp it  or  soft  sand  

1 part  cement  

Pumping a id or  plast ic iser  admix  

L ime Mortar  Mix  

3 parts soft  sand  

1 part  l ime putty  

Tradit ional Point ing  Mix  

6 parts soft  sand  

1 part  l ime putty  

1 part  cement  

2 part  hydrated l ime  

Mix ing and Admixes  

The mortar  must be thoroughly mixed using a  paddle mixer  to 

achieve a homogeneous and lump free mix   

Unmixed or  dry  lumps in the  mix is  the most common problem 

leading to b locked nozzles and down t ime  

If  us ing a l ime mix  le t  i t  stand for  ten minutes  and then remix  

before use  

A pumping aid and p last ic iser  is  su itab le in  some mixes  in 

place of l ime  

Mixes need to be wetter  i f  smal l  nozz le s izes are used  

Basics  

  Use pre -bagged mortars where poss ib le  

  Mater ial  must be thoroughly mixed   

  Keep restr ict ion points     at  the pump, gun,  nozz le & hose c lean  

  Ensure pump hopper & mechanisms are kept c lean  

 

I t  is  worth  test ing the point ing mix  through a hand operated mortar  gun to conf irm the mix wi l l  

pump before hir ing or  order ing a pump 

For  successfu l  applicat ion,  i t  is  essent ia l  that  the mortar  is  thoroughly mixed and bui lders or  

sharp sand is  not  used  

Ensure the pump, hose  and nozzles are kept  c lean and b lock free  

 


